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E V E R Y D A Y

Wow! The donations of money and items keep arriving. Thank you for
your generosity. We strive to participate and stay involved in Highwood’s major
events. We hope you were able to visit us at this past summer’s evening market
at Everts Park and also enjoyed our annual Terrific Tomato Contest. In August we
hosted a reunion for Mary Mazzetta, former dance instructor and over 70 attended
this joyful event. We walked in the Pumpkin Fest parade in October and are now
preparing for the HW Tree Lighting Ceremony on Nov. 28th. Our winter major
event will be the 2015 Highwood Holidays Dinner & Raffle featuring music and a
fundraising raffle on December 9th at Froggy’s Restaurant. Hope you plan to attend. But sign up quickly, space is limited. You won’t want to miss this fun program
Here are a just a few hints as you review some of your family and historic
items: Try to always document your articles by name(s) and dates, especially
photos. Do not use rubber bands, staples, or metal paper clips – these may
disintegrate and get rusty over time. Put important paper and photos into sheet
protectors to preserve them. Check your scrapbooks and photo albums. Are they
still in excellent shape? Add names and dates if needed.
HHS is always here to collect any items referring to the people, places or
events that comprise the unique history of Highwood. Please keep us in mind if
you hear of any building or home that would be a good space for us. Our
continuing goal is to find a new home for all our many artifacts. With your help we
will reach that goal.
Our best wishes to you and your family.
Teta Minuzzo, President

Lisa Cervac, Past President
Josephine Campagni
Leonora Cervac
Aldo Crovetti
Angela Crovetti
Sheila Dean
Diane LoPresti
Barbara Sherony Marianetti
Rick Sachen
Tom Scopelliti
Carol Ugolini

Thinking about the Holidays and that hard-to-find perfect gift? Why not consider
giving the gift of Highwood History? Purchase a Regular Membership for that
special someone by calling 847-682-9039. We will send an attractive Gift Card to
you (or directly to the recipient) referencing your name. Membership includes
Quarterly Newsletters and special invitations to our events. Membership supports
our efforts in preserving the history of our community for generations to come.
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The Tosi House

by Michael Koenitz-Hudac
My wife Anita and I purchased our home in Highwood
about three years ago. Built by Louis & Clara Tosi in
1930, we were just the second family to own the
home. Like many houses in Highwood, our brick
Tudor with its original door, plaster crown molding,
and stone fireplace, also happened to be a duplex –
one unit on the first floor and another on the second
floor.
Once the house closing was complete, we were eager
to move in as new homeowners, but first there was some work to be done. Eighty-five years ago, the house was
not a duplex. We planned to convert what has fondly been called “The Tosi House” back into a single family
residence using as many original period-correct materials as possible.
Our first task, Where are the interior stairs? To get up to the second floor, we had
to go outside and up a set of exterior stairs. We uncovered the original risers and
treads behind a plaster wall leading into the kitchen. To complete the staircase,
we purchased a set of 1920’s bannister, spindles, and hand-carved oak newel
posts. After hours of sanding and a couple coats of stain, the house once again
had a genuine set of interior stairs.
The next question, How to reconfigure the layout so
it functions again as a single family home? We
opened up a wall in the first floor apartment
bedroom. This room became the dining room – as
it was back in 1930. The kitchen on the second
floor was converted to an office. The living room on
the second floor became a master bedroom. And,
the crawl space adjacent the new master bedroom was opened up to become a
sitting area.
Additional projects included a kitchen remodel, refinishing the oak hardwood floors,
and landscaping. Anita and I enjoy the many wonderful stories that friends and
neighbors have shared about the Tosi family and their house. From our experience, I would encourage anyone looking for a single family house in Highwood to also consider a duplex
conversion. In many cases, these homes were first built as spacious single family residences and could be easily
converted back.

Did you know? Highwood was incorporated as the Village of Highwood in 1887 In 1888 it changed its name to the City
of Fort Sheridan. Then in 1904 the name reverted back to Highwood. Fort Sheridan was originally called Camp
Highwood. It was built on land purchased by the Commercial Club of Chicago from local landowners and then donated to
the government in 1886. German Prisoners of War were held at Fort Sheridan in the early 1940's. They were well fed,
clothed and sheltered and protected under the rules fixed at the Geneva Convention of 1929. They were paid 80 cents per
day in canteen coupons for the days they worked. This is said to be approximately equivalent to what they would earn in
the German Army.
www.highwoodhistoricalsociety.com
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Miss Christmas Seal 1972
Lucia Hartman, a Highwood girl, came in first and was
chosen to represent the Lake County nurses to
represent the symbol of the tuberculous (TB) cross and
serve as Miss Lake County Christmas Seal for 1972.
TB was a deadly disease that had no cure prior to the
70’s. Christmas seals are still around. Funds raised by
donations now support the
American Lung Association.
Lucia Hartman was a student nurse at the College of
Lake County and trained at
St. Therese Hospital at the
time of her award. She received her B.A, R.N., C.N.N.
and E.M.S. C. certifications
She is the daughter of Mrs.
Lucia Hartman and the late
Adam Hartman. She is married to Orlando Leonard and
has two children and two
grandchildren.

Recent Acquisitions . . .

HHS is especially grateful to the following individuals
who have also given materials this year:











Lucia is the girl on the right.



2015 Terrific Tomato Results . . .



Most Terrific Tomato 2015: Kathy Rafferty
People’s Choice Winner: Jennifer & Todd Mikell
Best Cherry Cluster: Luana & John Cioni
Best Grape Cluster: Yones Lawler
Best San Marzano (Sauce Tomato): Walter Pieri
Best Vine Cluster: Bobby & Johnny Walker
Best Plum: Donna Krol
Deepest Red: Harry Houdini
Best Yellow Color: Vic Campagni
Best Green Color: Omar Chuc
Heaviest: Luana & John Cioni
Largest Overall: Luana & John Cioni
Most “Romantic”: Kathy Rafferty
Most Uniform Shape: Jack Johnson
Most Uniform Color: Richard Fontana
Most Uniform Ox-Heart: Harry Houdini
Best Heirloom: Luana & John Cioni
Smallest: Jennifer Vanoni
Ugliest: Harry Houdini
Damn Good Looking Tomato!: Charles Lens
Congratulations Kathy, and to all the contestants,
we’ll see you next year!






Bruce Giangiorgi - items from the estate of Bruno
Giangiorgi including 3 large framed photos of HW
firemen and many photos, scrapbooks and materials from the HW fire dept.
Madreen Fiocchi Karle - Display photos from Nite ’n
Gale Restaurant
Sharon Berti – Photos of Fabbri’s Tavern
Michael and Anita Koenitz-Hudac – extensive
collection of photos and articles highlighting the Fire
Dept. and Bruno Giangorgi, St. James, Highwood
and sports history
Tom Scopelliti – Copy of the 1871 plat of Burchell
subdivision
Harold Kinsler – 1946 Photo of Police Chief
Benvenuti and Boston Braves player Johnny
McCarthy
Jeanette Tondi Tedman– 1972 Cuore Arte cookbook
and photos of an Army soldier and football players
Leonora Cervac – sports items and news articles
and items from the estate of Elda Corrado
Betty Bitetti – Information on the HW Fire Dept. Fort
Sheridan postcard, and items re: St. James and
Mayor Ghini
Bruce Bertucci – items from estate of Bruno
Bertucci including books, information on former HW
Mayors, veteran’s information, and much more
memorabilia from HW’s history
Lucia Lucente Hartman – 1940 St. James ring,
Frank Nustra information, and many articles
referring to HW and her family’s history
Joseph Lolli – HW Chamber of Commerce and HW
business information
Joan Sheffer – original OTS 1946 8th grade photo
and diploma from Paul Sheffer, OTS grade school
photos and many U.S., HP and HW historical items,
along with a NFL bubble gum container – it must
have been a good game for Paul to have saved that
item!

The Highwood Historical Society continues to seek office
space. Any help you can offer us will be gratefully accepted.
We have many interesting artifacts and photos that are now
in storage that need a “new home” so they can be viewed.
We are a 501 (c ) 3, not for profit organization that allows
potential tax savings to individuals or businesses that will
provide us space or donations of materials and/or funds.

HIGHWOOD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PO BOX 132
HIGHWOOD, IL 60040-0132

Were you there? . . . . Please help us identify this event and anyone in attendance.
Call 847-682-9039 with any information.

