
Survivors 
HHS has survived the winter and is now looking forward to a busy and beautiful spring 
and summer.  The Highwood Historical Society is continuing to provide excellent service 
and programs for its community.  We are all survivors!  Thank you for your continued   
support and membership. We are proud to note that we have one of the largest member-
ship lists among historical societies in northern Illinois.  Not bad for our square mile of the 
county.  We appreciate the on-going donations of many items to our archives as we     
operate our “Museum Without Walls.”  It is unfortunate that we do not have a space to 
display all the many items that reflect the people and community of Highwood and Fort 
Sheridan.  Continue to help us seek a new building.   With your encouragement and help, 
we will reach our goal.    
 

Special thanks to Steve Draska for presenting a wonderful program on the life and wars of 
General Philip Sheridan on March 20th.   His interesting talk and the sharing of many  
collectable items made this a memorable evening for all participants.  We look forward to 
our next major presentation – the Cherry Coal Mine Disaster. Check out the reservation 
information included in this mailing and sign up soon for our Annual  Meeting on Tuesday, 
May 13th.  There are many families in Highwood who have relatives who died or survived 
this massive disaster that occurred in November, 1909 or who have family stories related 
to coal mining.  My father was a coal miner in 1923 in Kincaid, IL shortly after coming to 
America.  It was a brutal job, working underground for long hours.  He never liked it and 
left and came to live in Lake Forest as a gardener as soon as he was able.  We have to 
admire the strength, strategy and survival skills that allowed 20 men at the Cherry Mine to 
survive a major fire tragedy.  Join us as we share this story from the past.  If you have any 
stories or mining artifacts that you would be willing to share, please contact us. 
 

Your hardworking Board of Directors is currently involved in membership renewal and  
fundraising activities.   Remember we are a 501 (c ) 3 not for profit organization.  Your  
donations are tax deductible.   I’m pleased to announce that we recently received a $1000 
anonymous donation that will help support our program and building storage expenses.  If 
you have any suggestions for future programs or events, please let us know.   
 

This summer we will again host the Annual Terrific Tomato Contest in connection with the 
Highwood Chamber of Commerce’s  Garlic Fest.  More information will be in the next 
newsletter.   Stop by and visit us this summer at Everts Park on Wednesdays.  
 

Don’t forget we are only a phone call (847-682-9039), email highwoodhistory@gmail.com  
or website away from you – www.highwoodhistoricalsociety.com. Feel free to contact us  
at any time.  Our goals are to support, collect, and preserve the history of our community. 
 

 
Teta Minuzzo, President 
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I suppose the story of how the Cherry Mine Disaster    
affected my family is probably very similar to many other 
families in Highwood.  My story starts in the small coal 
company town of Dalzell, IL. In that town, a young girl 
named Albena first met a young man by the name of Tom. 
Both of them were from mining families and were of Italian 
descent, with Tom being born in Italy and Albena being 
born in Pennsylvania only a very short time after her    
parents’ arrival on American soil. Tom often played his 
concertina with other young men in town, and he had quite 
a musical talent. Soon Albena and Tom were mar-
ried. However, the two would never have met if Tom had 
worked his shift in the Cherry Mine as he was supposed to 
have that fateful day in 1909. 
 

As a young man, Tom had worked in different coal mines. 
His Uncle, John Campasso, told him of a new mine    
opening in Cherry, Illinois. The Cherry coal mine was 
owned by the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad 
Company and it was touted as one of the  safest mines in 
the entire country at the time. It was equipped with modern 
equipment and technology that far surpassed the other 
local mines. 
 

In addition to his mining career, Tom played his concertina 
at local “gigs” for what little money the  mostly poor      
immigrant community could spare.  However, it beat a day 
underground, so Tom jumped on those opportunities 
whenever they came about. Moreover, he knew his Uncle 
John Campasso would always be willing to take on an 
extra shift, as John had three mouths to feed and a fourth 
one on the way. So it came about that on Saturday,      
November 13, 1909, Tom was playing the concertina at a 
party, while his Uncle John Campasso covered his shift in 
the Cherry Mine. 
 

John Campasso was one of almost 500 men and boys (as 

young as the age of 11), who were working the mine that 
day. Unfortunately, an earlier electrical shortage had 
caused the newer technology of the electrical lights that 
normally lit the pathways of the workers to not function, 
and instead, workers relied on kerosene lanterns and 
torches that were placed at intervals alone the mine wall. 
 

At around lunch time, a coal car filled with hay for the 
mules that were working the mine caught fire from one of 
these kerosene lamps. Attempts to put out the fire appar-
ently caused the flames to leap instead to the wooden 
beams holding up the ceiling of 
the shaft, and further attempts to 
use the fan only caused the fire 
to spread and destroy an exit 
pathway. Some 200 men and 
boys were able to escape that 
day, and miraculously another 
group survived   underground for 
eight days without food and   
water. After the final count, 259 
men and boys had perished, and 
Tom’s Uncle, John Campasso, 
was one of those 259. 
 

To this day, there is a gravesite in 
Hall, Illinois (just outside of 
Spring Valley), in a cemetery by 
the name of Mount Olivet, where 
many of my family is buried, and 
you will see the date November 13, 1909 on a lot of the 
nearby gravestones as well.  When I graduated law school 
in 2007, my family took a trip to the cemetery, the Spring 
Valley Historical Society, and the school in Dalzell, IL, 
where my great-grandmother Albena attended.   
 

She eventually met my great-grandfather Tom in Dalzell 
and they later moved to Highwood with a lot of their friends 
and relatives from the surrounding mining towns, names 
that are familiar to many of us. Tom would later become 
Mayor Mussatto of Highwood. That couple would 
have three children, and one of them is my grandmother.  
 

How did your family come to Highwood? Did they come 
from the mining towns in central and southern Illinois? 
Iowa? Indiana?  Were members of your family coal      
miners?  Is one of your relatives one of the 259 that died, 
or the 220 or more that lived?  Or one of the Eight Day 
Men who were trapped underground and presumed to be 
dead?  We would love to share your story at the Annual 
Meeting and preserve this vital part of Highwood’s history. 
  

The 1909 Cherry Mine Disaster by Amy Strege 

Page 2 

Francesco Zanarini, great-
uncle of Roger Zanarini and 
Lorraine Zanarini Loeb, was 
the first of the Eight Day Men  
to be raised to the surface .   

H i g h w o o d  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y   

www.highwoodhistoricalsociety.com 

Photo courtesy of miningartifacts.org 
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15 November, 1909 
Monday 

Dear Sister-in-law, 
 It is 7:00 p.m. Monday.  There is 
no hope that I will come out, up until now 
we are like rats in a trap.  Many times we 
have searched for a way to save ourselves.  It 
was useless, the smoke was so hot, we were 
obliged to retreat always. 
 Write to my bereaved parents, and 
tell them about our end.  When they find my 
corpse, I pray you have me buried beside my 
brother, as we unfortunately will have the 
same death.  If you have the band at my fu-
neral, pay for it at my expense.  You know 
my business, do as if were yours, so that my 
parents will have a memento of me. 
 I send my best regards to you and 
your children.  Send regards to my dear 
parents, brothers, and sisters.  Regards to the 
members of the lodge to which I belong. 
 With tears in my eyes, I tell you for 
a short time. 
 Your affectionate brother-in-law, 
  Salvatore Pigati 

Name 
Coq Au Vin 

Salmon Coq Au Vin 

Salmon 

Coq Au Vin Salmon 

Coq Au Vin Salmon 

Highwood Historical Society 
2015 Annual Meeting 

May 13, 2014 
 

Froggy’s French Café 
306 Green Bay Road, Highwood 

 

6:00 pm   Cocktails—Cash Bar,  
7:00 pm   Dinner (Wine included w/Dinner) 

7:45 pm   Guest Speaker: Michele Micetich 
 “The 1909 Cherry Mine Disaster” 

 

$45.00 per person 
 

         Names of Attendees Entrée Selection 
 

Name 

Name 

Name 

Please make checks payable to: 
   Highwood Historical Society 
 
And Mail to: 
   Highwood Historical Society—Annual Dinner 
   P.O. Box 132 
   Highwood, IL  60040 
 

Seating is limited.  Please return by May 9th. 

Please call 
847-682-9039  

with any questions. 

For Office Purposes: 
  

 QTY:  ________ 
  

 Cash:  ________ 
 

 Ck no. ________ 

Letter written by survivor, Salvatore Pigati, while entombed.  After the 
disaster, he left coal mining for good and purchased a farm in Ohio, 
IL.  A few years later he scraped his hand on a rusty nail and died 
from an infection.  His widow and three sons  moved to Highwood in 
1923. 

Join Us on Facebook by Shirley Fitzgerald 
Like most of you, I’m online every day.  Staying connected with friends and family --     
looking things up.  You know how it is.  One thing leads to  another and before you know it 
hours have gone by.  It’s easy to lose the day when you’re tracing your genealogy, but  
another is sharing your memories of growing up in Highwood.  In the last HHS newsletter, 
Adrienne Inman gave us great links to search for our personal history through birth/death 
records, ship manifests, immigration and military records.    
 

There are also sites like Facebook’s “I Grew Up in Highwood and Remember” that let us 
relive our community history, reminisce about those days, and ask questions to help      
remember them. I check there almost every day.  Lately, I’ve been asking HHS board 
members if they can help answer the questions posted.  What I’d like is for the our website 
(www.highwoodhistoricalsociety.com) and our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Highwood-Historical-Society/69905749345) to be those kinds of sites too.  Places 
where you can relive your days in Highwood and get  answers.   
 

Our goal is “to engage the community’s interest in our history and in each other…”  HHS 
wants to preserve Highwood’s history and help you remember yours.   

Recent activity on “I Grew Up in High-
wood”...  What are the names of  the people 
in this Chamber of Commerce photo?   L-R  
Miss Castelli, Walter Pieri, Mr. Biagi, and 
Gabe Viti. 

Name 
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Salmon 

Salmon 



A Sincere Thank You to Our 2013—2014 Members 
 

Angels 
Bank of Highwood—Ft. Sheridan Highwood, IL 

 
 

Patrons 
Geno Bagatti Lake Forest, IL Eric & Karen Spinelli Falberg Highwood, IL 
Adolph & Margaret Baracani Highland Park, IL Dale & Penny Galassie Lake Forest, IL 
Baracani Real Estate Highwood, IL Teta Minuzzo Lake Bluff, IL 
Ron Bernardi Riverwoods, IL L. Robert Pasquesi Lake Forest, IL 
Edward & Mary Bernardi Lake Forest, IL Peterson Family Highwood, IL 
BUFFO'S Highwood, IL Poeta's Food Mart Highwood, IL 
Aldo & Jean Crovetti Lake Forest, IL Richard & Joan Pasquesi Pucin Highland Park, IL 
Wilma & Alex De Bartolo Glencoe, IL Linda Bosselli Shields Lake Forest, IL 
Vicky Duffy Highwood, IL Gabriel & Jeannine Viti Highland Park, IL 
Andrew Espinosa Chicago, IL William B. Willams Highwood, IL 
 
 

Donors 
Steve Abbott Highwood, IL Barbara Sherony Marianetti Northbrook, IL 
Franco & Maria Aloisio Highwood, IL Mr. Elsworth Mills Highland Park, IL 
Marvin & Susan Baker Highland Park, IL Daniel & Mary Miotti Highland Park, IL 
Edward Capitani Highwood, IL Al Pierantoni Highwood, IL 
Jerry & Janell Cleland Highwood, IL Ravinia Plumbing & Heating Highland Park, IL 
Francis Fiore Port St. Lucie, FL Roy & Alice Walker Rettig Lubbock, TX 
Peter & Shirley Fitzgerald Deerfield, IL V F W  Post 4741  Highwood, IL 
Jack & Eileen Johnson Highwood, IL Clara Zenzola Deerfield, IL 
Janet Keiser Highwood, IL    
  

 
Businesses Members 

Alex's Washington Gardens Highwood, IL J/K Printing Highland Park, IL 
Amidei Produce Highwood, IL Jen Z's Beauty Services Highland Park, IL 
Beck's Heating Highwood, IL Joan Barry Hair Designers Highwood, IL 
Bertucci of Highwood Highwood, IL Left Bank-BP Sales Lake Forest, IL 
Dan Pierce Highland Park, IL Leonardi Enterprises Lake Bluff, IL 
Debbie Koenitz LCPC Highwood, IL Little Tommy's Plumbing Highwood, IL 
Dee Vanderpal's Hair & Nails Highwood, IL Mark A. Ferrari DDS Ltd Schaumburg, IL 
First Bank of Highland Park Highland Park, IL P.F. Construction, LLC Highwood, IL 
Frank Zanotti Tile & Stone Co, Inc Highwood, IL Santi's Tavern Highwood, IL 
Highland Pk-Highwood Kiwanis Highwood, IL Street Level Studio Highwood, IL 
Highwood Chamber of Commerce Highwood, IL Viti Financial/Insurance Highwood, IL 
Highwood Public Library Highwood, IL   

Lawrence & Laverne Amidei Sebring, FL 
Judy & Ermano Amidei Highwood, IL 
Moses Amidei Mundelein, IL 
Marge & Mario Antonetti West Lafayette, IN 
Don Ariano Lake Forest, IL 
Nancy Arroyo Highland Park, IL 
Candy Baruffi Highwood, IL 
Eileen Baruffi Antioch, IL 
Anne Flanigan Bassi Highland Park, IL 

Louise Bedini Dolores, CO 
Debbie Beluch Highwood, IL 
Susan & Wayne Benjamin Highland Park, IL 
Edgar Benson Highlands Ranch, CO 
Virginia Bernardi Highwood, IL 
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Bernardoni Aleda, TX 
Paula & Howard Bernstein Highwood, IL 
Sharon Berti Tempe, AZ 
Bruno Bertucci Highwood, IL 

Regular Members 



Regular Members 
Pete & Laura Biagi Highwood, IL 
Ron & Julie Blanche Highwood, IL 
Esther & Charles Bley Highland Park, IL 
Frank Bock Lake Bluff, IL 
Brent Bohne  Port Washington, WI 
Barry & Lilia Bolek Highwood, IL 
John & Marsha Bosselli Scottsdale, AZ 
Kev & Amy Brown Deerfield, IL 
Ryan Brown Highwood, IL 
Ann & Larry Brown Highwood, IL 
Jerry & Sue Brugioni Highland Park, IL 
Jeff & Sandra Brutzkus Highwood, IL 
Todd & Deb Budnik Highland Park, IL 
Shirley Cabri Highwood, IL 
Paul Cadamagnani Athens, OH 
David & Josephine Campagni Highwood, IL 
Joanne & Vic Campagni Highwood, IL 
Mary & Claudia Canovi Highwood, IL 
Carl & Nancy Carani Highwood, IL 
Anne Caringello Highwood, IL 
Loretta Castellari Lake Bluff, IL 
Carolyn Cerf Highland Park, IL 
Lisa Cervac Highwood, IL 
Leonora Cervac Highwood, IL 
Elayne Chioni Highwood, IL 
Barbara Baldwin Christopher Vero Beach, FL 
Luana & John Cioni Highwood, IL 
Consignments Etc. Highwood, IL 
Catherine Cora Highwood, IL 
Elda Corrado Highwood, IL 
Carol & Eugene Crovetti Highland Park, IL 
Angela M Crovetti Highwood, IL 
Sheila Dean Lincolnshire, IL 
Ted & Dorothy Dell Highwood, IL 
Sandy & Mike DePinto Deerfield, IL 
Lois Dever Naples, FL 
Marian Dixon Chicago, IL 
Mike & Cindy Dixon Highland Park, IL 
Elaine Cheli Drack Johnscreek, GA 
Steve & Judy Draska Highwood, IL 
John & Yolanda Duchane Highwood, IL 
Wallace & Joan Dunn Deerfield, IL 
Mildred Eckerstrom Gurnee, IL 
Rosemary Espinosa Highwood, IL 
Alfio Fabbri Highwood, IL 
Lillian Farioli Deerfield, IL 
Tom Favelli Key West, FL 
Eileen Favelli Lake Forest, IL 
Caesar & Dolores Fiocchi Riverwoods, IL 
Michael & Nancy Fiore Highwood, IL 
Charles Fiore Jr. Libertyville, IL 
Richard & Wendy Fontana Highwood, IL 
Judy & Paul Fuzzard Upland, CA 
Marlene Gaggioli-Borovka Libertyville, IL 
Josephine Galassini Pleasant Prairie, WI 
Gilbert & Carole Sue Giambi Highwood, IL 
Bruce & Fran Giangiorgi Highland Park, IL 
Robert Giannasi Chevy Chase, MD 
Gilbert Giannasi Highwood, IL 
Philip Grabar Burgess, VA 
Cathy Cadamagnani Grainger Boulder, CO 
Marcia Grimm Highwood, IL 

Lucia Hartman Libertyville, IL 
Eileen Hemmeter Highwood, IL 
Judy & Jeff Hitchmough Highwood, IL 
Jim & Lucy Hospodarsky Highwood, IL 
Adrienne Inman Grayslake, IL 
John & Leona Jashelski Deerfield, IL 
H.Arthur & Bernice Juhrend Lake Forest, IL 
Katherine Kelly Highwood, IL 
Patty Kilkenny Highland Park, IL 
Debra Koenitz & Family Highwood, IL 
Lowell & MaryLou Schwall Komie Highwood, IL 
Lucy Konsler Highland Park, IL 
Ronald Kovarsky Gurnee, IL 
Donna Krol Highwood, IL 
Cynthia Krol Highwood, IL 
Frances Krol Plainfield, IL 
Laurali Kropp Highwood, IL 
Ken & Vicki Kucera Highwood, IL 
Nancy Tamarri Kvidera Cary, IL 
Rodney Langlois Highland Park, IL 
Bill & Yones Lawler Highwood, IL 
Scott & Ruth Lawler Lake Bluff, IL 
Sharon Schafer Lee La Mesa, CA 
Virginia Lemme Highwood, IL 
James & Susan Lencioni Highland Park, IL 
Lolly & Chuck Lens Highwood, IL 
Mario & Carol Lenzini Lake Bluff, IL 
James & Karen Levi Highwood, IL 
Kurt LeVitus Highwood, IL 
Esther Linari Highwood, IL 
Bill & Judy Lolli Highland Park, IL 
Diane LoPresti Highland Park, IL 
Enzo Magrin Highland Park, IL 
Mary Malchioni Highwood, IL 
Bruna Manfredini Highwood, IL 
Sharon Chioni McGee Oconomowoc, WI 
Elizabeth McLeran Highwood, IL 
Arvid & Lakshmi Menon Highwood, IL 
Steve Menoni Highwood, IL 
Antonio & Josephine Merucci Highwood, IL 
Bob & Ina Beth Mintz Highwood, IL 
Steve & Donna Mocogni Highland Park, IL 
Marietta Mocogni Highwood, IL 
Edward Mocogni Highwood, IL 
Paul & Pat Mocogni Highwood, IL 
Netty & John Mordini Highwood, IL 
Laura & Amerigo Nanini Highwood, IL 
Arlene Nannini Highwood, IL 
Mario Natta Park Ridge, IL 

It’s a New Year.   
Now’s the time to renew  

your membership.   
 

Note:  Members in Bold have already 
renewed their 2014-2015 membership. 



Nick & Nancy Nustra Lake Bluff, IL 
Louis D. Ori Chicago, IL 
Isolina Ori Highland Park, IL 
Donna Pagliai Highwood, IL 
Frank & Sharon Palandri Highwood, IL 
Karen Palmieri Lake Bluff, IL 
Yvonne & Frank Pasquesi Highland Park, IL 
Frank Pasquesi Highwood, IL 
Charles & Jessica Pecaro Highwood, IL 
John Peterson Jr Schaumburg, IL 
John & Dawn Pett Glendale, IL 
John & Dolores Picchietti Highwood, IL 
Daniel Pierce Highland Park, IL 
Waddy Pigati Highwood, IL 
Bill & Connie Pigati Highwood, IL 
Larry & Patty Powers Highwood, IL 
Salvatore Prainito Highland Park, IL 
Tom & Mariana Prainito Highwood, IL 
Mario & Yvonne Preti Burlington, WA 
Albert & Janet Preus Highland Park, IL 
Louise Quillman Libertyville, IL 
Ernie & Erika Rabattini Lake Bluff, IL 
Ann Rasure Highwood, IL 
Patty Ronzani Highwood, IL 
Betty Rosalini Highwood, IL 
Janet & Phillip Russell Highwood, IL 
Rick Sachen Northbrook, IL 
Rose Ann Santello Highwood, IL 
Lenore Santi Northbrook, IL 
Steven & Jackie Schechter Highwood, IL 
Ginny Schulte Highwood, IL 
Donna Weissenberg & Guy Scopelliti Deerfield, IL 
Tom & Kathy Scopelliti Lake Bluff, IL 

Joe & Stephanie Sedik Highwood, IL 
Alex & Anna Serafini Highwood, IL 
Paul & Joan Sheffer Lake Forest, IL 
Sarah & Phil Shelley Highwood, IL 
Dolores Sherony Highwood, IL 
Keith & Linda Sherony LaCrosse, WI 
Bruce & Cheryl Sherony Marquette, MI 
Mellysa Sherony-Kaniok Libertyville, IL 
Dwight Skidmore Highwood, IL 
TJ & Jennifer Lawler Sommers Geneva, IL 
Millie Sorenson Lake Forest, IL 
Bill & Patty Stone Highwood, IL 
Amy Strege Highwood, IL 
Karen Cheli Sullivan Jonesboro, GA 
Mary Tamarri Highwood, IL 
Jim & Sally Thompson Highwood, IL 
Patricia P.J. Thurlwell Highwood, IL 
Tidswell Family Highwood, IL 
Susie Tingle Highwood, IL 
Doloris Tondi Deerfield, IL 
Josephine Travetto Lehigh Acres, FL 
Miriam Trogi Highland Park, IL 
Caroline Ugolini Highwood, IL 
Arrigo & Frances Ugolini Lake Geneva, WI 
Darlene Ugolini Naperville, IL 
Richard & Vera VanArsdale Highwood, IL 
Jennifer Vanoni & Todd Mikell Highwood, IL 
Dianne Viti Highland Park, IL 
Bob & Angela Walker Highland Park, IL 
Laurie Marston & Greg Wernisch Highland Park, IL 
Abby Zanarini Chicago, IL 
Roger & Linda Zanarini Mesa, AZ 

REGULAR MEMBERS cont. 

  Make Checks payable to: 
Highwood Historical Society 

Mail Membership Form and Payment to: 
 HHS 
 P.O. Box 132 
 Highwood, IL  60040 

Questions? 
Call: 847-682-9039 

Thank you for your continued support! 

June 1, 2014—May 31, 2015 
_____ New Member _____ Renewal 

Annual Membership Categories (please check one) 
_____ Family $20.00 

_____ Business/Organization $25.00 

_____ Donor $50.00—$99.00 

_____ Patron $100.00 and above 

 
 Name: ________________________________ 
 Address:  ________________________________ 
 ________________________________ 
 Phone: ________________________________ 
 email: ________________________________ 

Help preserve the history of  Highwood . . . Become a member today! 



Sixty five cents an hour and five cents more for off hours, morning, or night shift, was what 
I earned at Abbott Labs during the war in 1943.  At Abbott we worked with the Navy.  The 
sailors did the packaging and shipping of the drugs.  Some even learned the machines.  I 
worked the head   machine in Department 7 Powdered Drugs assembly line.  It was up to 
me to keep the line in production with levels and measurements.  I worked this line with 
Elda Corrado from Highwood and we would take the train every day to work. 
 

The reputation of Highwood girls was bad because of the post bars and the GI's.  The 
surrounding towns on the North Shore would talk and felt that Highwood was a town of 
low class people and loose women. The boys of      Highwood though always respected 
us; they knew the Highwood girls came from strict Italian families. 
 

One day I had trouble getting my levels straight.  l yelled to the supervisor, "Harry, I need 
some help.  Harry responded with an insinuating tone "I thought all you Highwood girls 
could fix anything."  That comment hit a sorry spot in me and l did something not dared to 
do back in those days.  I walked off my machine.  Elda knew what he meant and why I left 
the machine. 
 

Because I was at the start of the line all production stopped. Harry came into the employ-
ee lounge where I was cooling off and he tried talking me into coming back to the line. He 
sent in another supervisor, Dorothy, and I still refused. It wasn't until Harry sent Elda and 
she gave me a talking to about how we were not working for him, we were working for the 
boys at war. I eventually went back out to the line and started up production. Harry tried to 
apologize but I did not come back because of him or to save him from upper management 
reprimand, but for our boys at war. 

Time to Plant! 
Our 7th Annual Terrific Tomato Con-
test is right around the corner.  The 
competition will again be held during 
the City’s  GarlicFest on August 20th, 
at the Farmers Market in Everts Park.   
 

If you haven’t already watched our 
Great Gardens of   Highwood video in 
the Events section of our website 
please check it out.  You will be 
amazed by these secret treasures!   
Let us add your award-winning garden 
to our collection. 
 

Participation in the Terrific Tomato 
Contest could not be any easier—Just 
email highwoodhistory@gmail.com 
with your name, address, and tele-
phone number, or call 847-682-9039 
to  register.   

From the Archives . . .  
HIGHWOOD—The growth 
of this place increases at so 
rapid a rate that a few years 
hence it will rank among the 
foremost towns of the lake 
shore.  More than forty new 
buildings are in process of 
erection, many tasteful and 
charming villas, some un-
pretentious, but convenient     
cottages, and a block of 
brick stores already leased 
by various tradesman. As 
the business of the town 
increases its social interests 
are not neglected.  A con-
cert is to be given Tuesday 
evening, to raise a fund 
to the nucleus for a public 
library and literary society 
and debating club, are   
already underway. 
 

When Mr. Marvin Hugbitt, 
the General Superintendent 
of the Chicago & Northwest-
ern railway, who has ever 
been so ready to aid in pro-
moting the growth and   
interests of suburban towns, 
shall consent to set a side 
switch here and  establish a 
regular station, not forget-
ting to stop the late train for 
the accommodation of    
residents (and there is a 
prospect of his doing both) 
people here will claim to 
have not only the prettiest, 
but the busiest and brightest 
town north of Chicago for 
many miles.  

Chicago Daily Tribune,   
Aug 8, 1875 

Highwood Girl Stands Up for  
Women’s Rights 

by Lucia Lucente Hartman 

P a g e  7  

Milestone Anniversary for the 
Italian Women’s Prosperity Club 

2014 marks the 85th year of the Italian 
Women’s Prosperity Club.  This philanthropic 
organization began in 1929 as a way to help 
the men and women who were struggling in 
Highwood as jobs were few and families 
faced financial ruin.  A small sewing-circle of  
women banded together and held dances 
and various fundraisers to assist those in 
need.   
 

Over the years their membership grew to 250 
women and the Club continues its charitable 
work today.   The Club will hold a gala dinner 
to commemorate their anniversary on July 
27th at Bella Via Restaurant in Highland 
Park.  Please contact Carol Ugolini, 847-432-
4514, for additional information.   
 

More to come on this great organization in 
our next newsletter.  

H i g h w o o d  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y   

www.highwoodhistoricalsociety.com 



HIGHWOOD	HISTORICAL	SOCIETY	
PO	BOX	132	
HIGHWOOD,		IL		60040‐0132	

The following items are for sale and all proceeds benefit  
the Highwood Historical Society! 

 
The Reluctant Patriot, by Edward Bernardi.   
A story of endurance, love and exceptional  
courage set in the Appenine Mountains of 
Mussolini’s Fascist Italy. $25.00 ea. 
 
Of Long Ago Caddies  . . . And Exmoor Kings  

by Edward Bernardi, a nostalgic tale of 
caddying at Exmoor Country Club,  

hole by hole. $15.00 ea. 
 
 
Houses With Names, by Adria Bernardi 
The definitive history of Highwood’s  
Italian Immigrants. $25.00 ea. 

The Main Event,  
The History of Sports 

in Highwood, $15.00 ea. 
 

We also have our Highwood Keychains, $5.00ea., and Highwood Post-
cards, $1.00, available for sale.  Visit our booth during the Wednesday 
Night Farmers Market or call 847-682-9039 to purchase. Thank You for 
your support! 

 
WANTED:  YOUR STORY 

 
“Great Bands of Highwood” 

 
Tell us about your musical memories 
of Highwood…. Did the Lenzi 
Brothers play your wedding?  What 
about the Continentals?  Did you 
dance at the Labor Temple or out at 
Santi’s Grove?  Did you picnic near 
the old bandshell (site of current 
City Hall)?   
 
We’re looking for old photos,      
artifacts, and most importantly, 
your stories.   
 
Please call 847-682-9039 or email: 
highwoodhistory@gmail.com 
 

Your Membership is 
important to us.  

Please Join Today! 
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